
Council on Aging 
Room 135, 18 Jacobs Road Municipal Building 

Minutes Thursday, July 10, 2025 
 
Present: Margaret Freeman, Lyra Johnson-Fuller, Donna Hyytinen, Sue Lively, Cathy Tallen. 
Absent: Anne Emmet 

Meeting called to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Review Agenda: Move Action Plan before Heath Fair. 
 

M/S/P Cathy, Donna, unanimous: to approve the 5-15-2025 minutes as amended. 
 

Follow-up Notes: Sue attended the Social Security zoom meeting which was not particularly 
helpful. Sue emailed the Select Board concerning the error in the COA accounts. She received a 
final estimate for patio excavation from Matt Lively: $2,250 for excavation, gravel added and 
packed down. The Emergency Personnel team did meet, and COA to keep track of any expenses 
incurred in their use of Room 135 for meetings, training, etc. 
 
SPC Report: Attached. It was agreed to ditch the non-functioning printer in Room 135. A 
LifePath announcement was emailed to seniors regarding the availability of $25 for seniors to 
use at regional farmers markets. It was agreed that donations will be suggested to compensate 
Simonne for the painting class. Sue will purchase a couple of online basket-weaving materials 
with directions for making to see if they would be useful for us. Lyra will post pictures of the 
successful Lattrell hike in the next issue of the Heath Herald. Sue noted that Pam Porter attended 
the meeting of the federal Medicare Patrol Program that has money available on how to read 
Medicare reports and appointment tracking. Lyra will contact the Shelburne Falls Senior Center 
to see if they would take the lead in setting up a program for neighboring towns. Lyra will send  
a thankyou note from COA to Gene and Cindy Garland for their generous donation of an air 
conditioner for Room 135. 

 
Action Plan: Domain 1: Outdoor Spaces and Buildings. It was decided to focus on improving 
accessibility for seniors with 1) automatic entry doors; 2) improving or replacing the curb in 
front of the building; 3) creating walkways and patio for outdoor use. Domain 2: Transportation. 
Further communication to seniors on options is needed. Discussion covered 1) repeating the 
original mailing with revisions (*Cathy to look for the original copy and date when last 
reviewed); and 2) liability to town. It was decided that *Margaret would produce a draft for 
Domain 1. *The discussion for Domain 2 to be continued. *Members will review Domains 3 and 
4 for the next meeting. 
 
 
Display at Heath Fair: Various ideas were put forward, including a senior village, pictures, art 
examples, and a sign-up list for email and phone to be placed in a dropbox. Lyra will work on 
the set-up and call on members to help. *Sue will take care of the official application for the 
Exhibit Hall. 
 
The need for more fund raising will be on COA’s next agenda.* 

 
Next meeting: Thursday July 31 at 1:30 p.m. to work on physical exhibit for the Fair. 

 
M/S/P Cathy, Donna, unanimous: to adjourn the meeting at 2:50 p.m. 
 
*Note: Asterisks identify items for future agenda. 



 


