Minutes of the Meeting of the Heath Finance Committee
February 22, 2024 @ 6:30 pm
The atrium, 18 Jacobs Road

Present: Tom Lively (Chair), Will Emmet, and Ned Wolf
Absent: Alice Wozniak, and Bob McGahan

Tom called the meeting to order at 6:34.

Members read the minutes of the February 13" Finance Committee Meeting. Will moved that
the minutes be accepted as written. Tom seconded the motion. The motion passed with 3
ayes.

COLAs

Members discussed COLA information that Hilma sent by email on February 22"
Federal- Social Security: 3.2%

MA State Employees: 5.2%

Shelburne: 4%

Ashfield: 2% + 0.75 to each hourly wage

Action Taken: Will moved that the COLA for FY25 be 3.2%. Ned seconded the motion.
The motion passed with 3 ayes.

Late Bus

Members discussed the late bus letter forwarded to Tom on February 21* by Hilma. The letter
was written by Susie Zavotka of the Rowe School Committee to the Select Boards of MTRSD
towns. The late bus provides transportation for Mohawk’s students grades 7 — 12 to
Charlemont, Heath, and Rowe. It provides a way for students to participate in afterschool
activities (primarily sports). The cost of this service has been paid for entirely by Rowe as part
of the Rowe School Budget. The cost for FY25 will be $20,000. Susie proposes that
Charlemont, Heath, and Rowe each pay one third or $6,667.

Members said that by enabling Heath students to participate in worthwhile afterschool
activities, the late bus serves a useful purpose.



Action Taken:  Will moved that for FY25 Heath pay 56,667 toward the cost of the late bus. Ned
seconded the motion. The motion passed with 3 ayes.

Additional Meetings

There was a consensus to add Thursday, March 21 at 6:30 to the following list:
Feb. 27

March 12, March 27

April 19, April 23

ATM May 11

Tom said that he does not plan to seek another term on the Finance Committee.

Ned said that he does plan to seek another term on the Finance Committee.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 27 at 6:00 pm, will join Select Board for
hearings for police, fire, and highway.

Will moved that the meeting be adjourned at 7:27. Ned seconded the motion. The motion
passed with 3 ayes.

Respectfully submitted,

Ned Wolf



