Article XX:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Protective Zoning Bylaws,
specifically Section 4 — Accessory Dwelling Units and Section 9 — Definitions, with revised text
indicated in bold underline and deleted text indicated in strikethrough, said amendments intended
to bring the Zoning Bylaw into compliance with recent amendments to the Massachusetts Zoning
Act under the Affordable Homes Act, including changes to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter
40A, Section 1A; or take any other action relative thereto.
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4.7.1 E Section 8 of the Affordable Homes Act amends the Zoning Act (M.G.L. c. 40)
Under the updated state law (M.G.L. c. 40A, §1A), an ADU is:

A self-contained housing unit

Located on the same lot as a principal dwelling

No larger than 900 square feet or 5 the size of the principal dwelling (whichever is smaller)
Equipped with sleeping, cooking, and sanitary facilities

With its own separate entrance

ADUs may be attached (within or attached to a home) or detached (in a separate structure).

Section 9 -Definitions

Accessory Dwelling Unit, a self-contained housing unit, inclusive of sleeping, cooking and
sanitary facilities on the same lot as a principal dwelling, subject to otherwise applicable
dimensional and parking requirements, that: (i) maintains a separate entrance, either
directly from the outside or through an entry hall or corridor shared with the principal
dwelling sufficient to meet the requirements of the state building code for safe egress; (ii) is
not larger in gross floor area than 1/2 the gross floor area of the principal dwelling or 900
square feet, whichever is smaller; and (iii) is subject to such additional restrictions as may
be imposed by a municipality, including, but not limited to, additional size restrictions and
restrictions or prohibitions on short-term rental, as defined in section 1 of chapter 64G;
provided, however, that no municipality shall unreasonably restrict the creation or rental of
an accessory dwelling unit that is not a short-term rental. (per M.G.L. c.40A 1A)
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