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MEETING MINUTES 

Town of Heath 

SELECT BOARD 

Jacobs Road Municipal Center 

Tuesday, April 22, 2025 

  

Called to Order at 5:00 p.m. With Robyn Provost-Carlson, Elissa Viarengo, Will Emmet and Hilma 

Sumner, Town Coordinator.  

 

This meeting was recorded. 

 

Others in Attendance: See attendance list. 

 

Review Agenda: Added National Grid and storm follow-up. 

 

Review of Minutes: On a motion by Elissa Viarengo and seconded by Will Emmet, the Select Board 

unanimously voted to approve the minutes of April 22, 2025, as amended. 

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

Highway Road Signs: Review of the list of signs was completed by E911 Coordinator Ken Gilbert, and 

Highway Superintendent Tyson Howard, as well as comparing the list to that in the Town’s General 

Bylaws. The order is at the printer now to be completed. All old signs will be saved for now and perhaps 

auctioned individually.  

 

MTRSD Update: School Committee Representative Budge Litchfield spoke briefly about the three 

articles that will be on the Annual Town Meeting warrant related to MTRSD. The annual operating 

assessment shows a slight decrease from FY 2025. This is due to the five-year average of student 

enrollment, the assessed valuation of the entire town, and state calculation of Heath’s minimum 

contribution.  

 

Budge also addressed the recommendation that had come from the Sustainability Study Steering 

Committee. This recommendation is the culmination of phase two in the project. Their report now 

moves to the School Committee for discussion. The Steering Committee’s proposal states that the end 

goal should be a consolidation of all students attending one campus which would involve construction. 

The report also stated that there would need to be intermediary steps to achieve this goal. 

Implementation of any significant changes would need to have all the towns approve written changes in 

the district agreement. The earliest the towns would be asked to vote on any possible changes, to the 

agreement or course of action, would be in 2026.  

 

Salt Shed Update: The report from Hoosac Environmental had been received and showed that neither 

the salt shed nor the old EOC office had any asbestos material. Scheduling can now proceed for 

demolition of the EOC office and moving of the fuel tanks. The Board decided that the Town will 

switch companies for propane service at the highway garage and fire garage. They will switch to George 

Propane who has offered to provide a temporary tank during the fuel tanks move. This company will 

provide regular service, and repairs, if necessary, which the present company does not offer. Whether 
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the fuel tank will be purchased outright or included in a three-year fuel contract price will depend on 

how many gallons are used per year and the balance in accounts that funds could be drawn from. On a 

motion by Will Emmet and seconded by Elissa Viarengo, the Select Board unanimously voted to 

switch propane companies for the highway garage and fire garage to George Propane. 

 

Demolition permits will need to be obtained for both the salt shed and the EOC. Since Hillman Trucking 

is doing both jobs, both could be put on one permit. There will also need to be a permit for the site 

configuration since the area will be regraded and built up in elevation. 

 

Sawyer Hall Repair Update: The new carpet has been installed in the hallway, but the entryway 

flooring will not be replaced until next week. Andrew Kurowski will repair the ceilings and hole in the 

wall. Kinsley will be coming to do the annual maintenance service on both the Sawyer Hall and 

Community Hall generators. They will also be asked to determine what further repair work is needed for 

the one at Sawyer Hall.  

 

These two generators plus the ones at the fire garage and highway department were purchased in the late 

1990’s with a grant that was obtained by Loren Gowdy when he was the Police Chief. If it is more 

expedient to purchase a new generator rather than repair the current one, the Board will consider 

replacing all four generators. Quotes will be sought from Kinsley and area electricians.  

 

National Grid Updates: Besides sending Representative Blais an expense total for the February storm 

and power outage, the Board would like a letter sent that describes the work and experiences of the three 

days. The Board would also like to request that Rep. Blais be involved in a meeting of the state 

congresspeople, officials from the five towns and officials from FRCOG.  

 

National Grid 3-phase line project: After hearing that the meeting between officials has been 

scheduled for May 5th, Will offered to represent the Board at the preliminary meeting.  

 

Discussion with Finance Committee:  

ATM Warrant Discussion: The Board and Finance Committee reviewed the warrant draft with 

the comments from town counsel. The Finance Committee has voted to approve all articles pertaining to 

funds except for Article 11 that asks to appropriate money to share in the cost of the late bus. 

Article 3, FY 2026 operating budget: The Finance Committee stated that they have approved 

of the proposed amounts for the account lines in Article 3.  

 

Proposed Changes to Zoning Bylaws: The Board discussed the numerous comments that had come 

back from town counsel about the proposed changes. There still needs to be multiple revisions, 

particularly with the accessory dwelling units to comply with the updated state laws. If it is found 

necessary, town counsel will be asked to draft the revisions.  

 

Town Meeting: Elissa spoke to Lyra Johnson Fuller who is willing to help organize childcare during the 

town meeting. The library space has been offered for use while it is open. Elissa will continue to work 

out the details. 
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Building Maintenance Report: Tim Lively provided the information that the septic tank at JRMC was 

last pumped in 2016 and cost $1,400. It is a 1,600-gallon tank. Tim would like to get the tank pumped in 

the next few months so he can try to gauge how long it will be before pumping is needed again. 

 

Mail: 

• M. Thurber re: 2D8T Steering Committee recommendation 

• T. Lively re: Sawyer Hall maintenance updates 

• L. Mach re: asbestos survey report 

• RPC re: salt shed correspondence 

• M. Wilmeth re: political comments 

• A. Jarvis re: unsafe driver complaint 

• J. McDonough re: Feb. & March reports 

• NGrid re: storm response 

• C. Curtis re: request for letter of support-- On a motion by Elissa Viarengo and seconded by 

Will Emmet, the Select Board unanimously voted to write a letter of support for a grant 

application being written by the Deerfield Valley Watershed Project. 

• FCSWMD re: recycling report 

 

Next Meeting: April 29th  

 

8:36 p.m. On a motion by Elissa Viarengo and seconded by Will Emmet, the Select Board 

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Hilma A. Sumner 

Town Coordinator 


